
232 Unit 4: Cognitive Processes

MODULE 12
TRANSFER OF 
SKILLS AND 
KNOWLEDGE

OUTLINE LEARNING GOALS
What Is Transfer and Why Is It Important?

•	 Specific Versus General Transfer

•	 Low-Road Versus High-Road Transfer

➊	 Contrast the specific versus general view of transfer with the high-road 

versus low-road view.

Do We Readily Transfer What We Learn?

•	 The Success of Low-Road Transfer

•	 The Problem of High-Road Transfer
➋	 Explain why high-road transfer is more difficult to achieve than low-road 

transfer.

Applications: How to Facilitate Transfer

•	 Develop Automaticity of Skills

•	 Promote Meaningful Learning

•	 Teach Metacognitive Strategies

•	 Motivate Students to Value Learning

➌	 Identify four teaching principles that support transfer, and explain how 

each facilitates transfer.

WHAT IS TRANSFER AND 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

➊	 Contrast the specific versus general view of transfer with the high-road versus low-road 
view.

As teachers, we would all like our students to take what they have learned in our classrooms 
and find ways to apply that knowledge in other courses and in other contexts of their lives—
that is, to transfer their learning. But the transfer of skills and knowledge is easier said than 
done. Researchers have found it difficult to demonstrate that we spontaneously and successfully 
transfer our learning from instructional situations to other contexts (Haskell, 2001; Perkins & 
Salomon, 2012). The research findings tell us that we cannot teach students and expect them to 
find a way to use the information outside school. Rather, we must teach for transfer. To do this, 

©iStockphoto.com/ Wojciech Kozielczyk


